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President’s Foreword 

When I took up the position of 3Ls President at this year’s 
AGM, I had the great pleasure of meeting Jim Alexander, 
who was the first Association President back in 1988/89. He 
and Lesley Hart, our outgoing Honorary Patron deserve our 
gratitude for their vision and enthusiasm in setting up the 
Association we can all be proud of three decades on. There 
will be lots to celebrate over our forthcoming 30th Anniversary 
year.

Since joining, I have learned a lot about 3Ls history via 
the Tell’sMore archives, which reveal many interesting 
tales of previous 3Ls adventures and the contributions of 
many members towards making this unique Association 
such a success. Many volunteer hours have been given in 
Management Council, Club Committees and Working Groups 
to foster the range of benefits for what is today a record 
number of 3Ls members. Our Past President, John Parkhill 
brought huge energy and commitment to the 3Ls during his 
term of office - he will be a hard act to follow! 

As I take over the reins, I am already enjoying great support from the Management Council and Working Groups who have been very 
busy over the summer in preparing for the year ahead. I will also have the benefit of the expertise of our new Honorary Patron, Professor 
Donald Christie. 

In this edition, you can find more information about recent activities and forthcoming 30th Anniversary events. We also plan to collaborate 
with CLL colleagues in developing an Age-Friendly Academy Volunteer Network which will open opportunities for 3Ls members interested 
in activities such as Inter-generational mentoring and Oral History research. It promises to be a busy year and more volunteers are always 
welcome, so do get in touch if you are keen to help us organise future 3Ls activities.

Diane Campbell
3Ls President

Celebrating our 30th Anniversary
This year marks the 30th Anniversary of the 3Ls Students’ Association and a programme of events has 
been planned to celebrate the past three decades of friendship and informal learning. 

At the Open Afternoon in September, archive displays of photos and other materials were on display, 
recalling many fun memories of members and events over the years.

On 28 November, the “Interesting Antiques” event was our own mini Antiques Roadshow when we heard 
about the life of an antiques expert - and uncovered some hidden treasures which may have been lurking 
in 3Ls members’ attics!

Continuing with our celebration theme, we will be launching a Digital Photo Competition in 2019 with the theme of “The Magic of Later 
Life”. The competition will be open to all students and alumni across Strathclyde University. Full details of the competition rules will be 
published on the 3Ls website.

In March, we will hold an Anniversary Afternoon Tea at the Trades House on Glassford Street. A guided tour of this iconic building will be 
available prior to afternoon tea in the Banqueting Hall, when we can raise a glass of celebration fizz.

Over this year, the 3Ls Clubs will have a chance to reflect on their achievements and the contributions of many Committee volunteers and 
long-serving members who have organised or enjoyed the diverse range of talks and activities which make up the rich tapestry of Club 
programmes. We also plan to produce a Special 30th Anniversary edition of Tell’sMore to celebrate the huge success 
the 3Ls has enjoyed over three decades, with the ongoing support of the CLL team. We believe that the 3Ls Students’ Association is a 
jewel in the crown of Strathclyde University as a Place of Useful Learning.

3ls.website

Jim Alexander and Diane Campbell



The Age-Friendly Academy 
Volunteer network
The University needs you!

 As part of the growing Age-Friendly Academy initiative, the 
Centre for Lifelong Learning are looking to build a pool of people, 
typically aged 50+, to take part in a range of University-wide 
volunteering opportunities or research activities.

 As a member of this new network, you will be contacted 
whenever a new opportunity for participation within the University 
arises, with absolutely no obligation to take part – every 
opportunity will be completely optional. You will be able to pick 
and choose the activities that are of interest to you and suit your 
availability.

 If you are interested in being a part of this exciting new initiative, 
please email learn-cll@strath.ac.uk to join the network.

Gemma Gilliland
Age-Friendly Academy Manager

Management Council
We have included this image of the current Management Council 
to let you see who is involved. Recognise anyone? This is the 
team who oversee and offer advice on the Association’s many 
activities and the numerous benefits enjoyed by 3Ls members. 
They are all volunteers, giving freely of their time to help make 
the 3Ls the success it is.

It is very important that different Council members are there to 
replace current volunteers when their tenure is over. While you 
can regard this as a “Wanted Poster”, it is more the case that the 
3Ls really does need people like YOU!

Management Council members do work for everyone’s benefit 
but at the same time these efforts are fun, rewarding and only for 
a set time period, honest.

If you would like to join us and help to run the 3Ls, please contact 
us at the office by email to organise a chat to find out more. We 
can also arrange for you to attend a meeting as an observer to 
see what takes place.

Do check out the 3Ls website for more details about our 
Constitution and various roles for volunteers.

From the Honorary Patron
I was delighted and very honoured to take up the position of Honorary Patron of the 
Learning in Later Life Students’ Association in May 2018. This is a particularly exciting 
time for the 3Ls as it marks its 30th Anniversary year, an impressive milestone in 
what is a remarkable history of achievement. I am particularly honoured to be taking 
over the role from Lesley Hart whose vision and commitment were so central in 
establishing and developing what we now know as the Centre for Lifelong Learning 
(CLL) and, of course, in encouraging and supporting the unique 3Ls Students’ 
Association over the past 30 years. 

It is clear that things are going really well in the 3Ls. Membership is at record levels 
and the vibrancy of the clubs is quite simply phenomenal, as I experienced myself 
at the very lively Open Afternoon in September. I look forward to attending as many 
meetings of the different clubs as I can over the coming year. I would like to pay 
tribute to the members of the Management Council who together with Club Presidents 
and Committees give their time to do all the important work behind the scenes that 
enables all of the 3Ls activities to thrive. In particular, I would like to add my congratulations to the Past President, John Parkhill, who 
recently completed his highly successful term of office. His energy and enthusiasm is clearly infectious and has been instrumental in the 
current buoyant atmosphere in the 3Ls. I am delighted to have the opportunity to work with Diane Campbell, the new President, who has 
so effectively and enthusiastically taken on the role at this key point in the 3Ls history. The planned 30th Anniversary programme looks 
very exciting indeed.

Before retiring in 2014, I was Head of the School of Education at Strathclyde and I have always had a close interest in the important and 
highly significant work of CLL in taking forward Strathclyde University’s distinctive mission of being a place of useful learning right across 
the life course. In that context, together with Diane, I also look forward to working with Alix McDonald, Head of CLL, over the next few 
years especially in the area of community engagement. We are currently exploring ways of extending and developing new volunteering 
opportunities for members. Watch this space! 

Professor (Emeritus) Donald Christie

Management Council 2018/19



Social Programme
Our first outing of the new session was a Day in Dunfermline, when we had the chance to visit the recently-extended Carnegie Library 
& Galleries. The local Heaven Scent café provided a delicious lunch in the Queen Margaret Room before we explored other sights 
in the town. We were provided with a very informative impromptu talk from Carol, one of the Volunteer guides, about the history of 
Dunfermline and the Abbey where no less than 11 Kings and Queens of Scotland are buried, including Robert the Bruce. A walk 
through the Palace grounds then afforded a chance to visit the Carnegie Birthplace Museum which gave an extensive insight into the 
life of the famous entrepreneur.

On our second outing, a group of enthusiastic 3Ls tasters enjoyed a day at the Gin & Chocolate Festival in the centre of Perth. After 
exploring the treats on offer, everyone enjoyed lunch in the convivial surroundings of the Royal George Hotel.  

Thanks are due to the organising group who have put together this year’s programme alongside ongoing events to celebrate the 
Association’s 30th Anniversary. Suggestions for future trips will be welcome, so please pass these on via the 3Ls office.

Community Engagement Report
Autumn classes are well underway at the Centre for Lifelong Learning, and we are currently taking bookings for January classes. 
 
The Daytime Programme Open Afternoon held on 12 September hosted jointly by the CLL and 3Ls was a huge success.  Prospective 
students were able to receive advice, attend talks and find out about the Students’ Association’s many clubs.  In addition, many 
students registered for classes on the day.     

The Centre’s Daytime Programme offers a wide range of classes for students to develop new knowledge and skills.  In 2018/19, we are 
delighted to continue to collaborate with colleagues across the university to offer Daytime Programme students the unique opportunity 
to study alongside first year undergraduates, through the Open Studies Certificate in Psychology. We also have a number of classes 
in collaboration with a wide variety of external partners such as Lambhill Stables, Mugdock Country Park, Cappella Nova, McTears 
Auctioneers and Ayrshire College, Kilmarnock Campus.     

This year, we are continuing to develop our Age-Friendly Academy, led by the CLL, which consolidates and highlights Strathclyde’s 
commitment to providing a lifelong approach to learning through its provision and research.  The first Age-Friendly Academy lecture, 
Policy, Politics and Pensioners: demographic challenge and opportunity in the USA, was delivered by Professor Cathy Eden, Arizona 
State University on Tuesday 9 October and was attended by over 50 people.  

Finally, very best wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas and we hope to see you again in January when our classes return. 
 
Lynda Scott
Centre for Lifelong Learning (CLL)

Dunfermline Abbey Stained glass at the Abbey



Summer Academy 2018
Highlights

Monday – 

The fun began with a whistle-stop tour of 

the surprisingly disparate origins and 

backgrounds of various communities in 

Scotland today. Tahitia McCabe, facts at 

her fingertips, showed just why genealogical 

research can be so fascinating. This was 

swiftly followed by Barbara Graham’s 

re-telling of the story of one inspirational 

woman, Dr Elsie Inglis. It’s sad to think 

that her offers of help during the First World 

War, leading to her bands of nurses aiding 

our allies across Europe, were rejected by the 

War Office, but it was moving to learn of her 

heroine status in Serbia. 

Lunch at the Cathedral House Hotel, itself 

of historical importance, was followed by a 

tour of the renowned Glasgow Necropolis. 

Author and Guide Peter Mortimer, made this 

a particularly lively visit. 

Tuesday – 

A day of spirituality and serenity. We first visited Garnethill Synagogue and The Scottish Jewish Archives Centre. Fiona and Howard Brodie led our tour of many historical and sacred artefacts. Millennia-old traditions were explained, and evidence was seen of the substantial contribution made by the Jewish people to Glasgow’s business and cultural life. Mark’s Deli provided a kosher lunch. In the afternoon we visited the Southside Gurdwara where lessons were drawn from a much newer faith, but every bit as compelling in its attention to charitable works. Manjeet explained its history and the artefacts as delegates breathed in its peace and calm, then, as custom dictates, we were fed alongside other visitors. The afternoon closed amid the tranquil surroundings of the neighbouring Hidden Gardens.

Thirty delegates joined this year’s Summer Academy to learn 
more about people “Frae a’ Airts & Pairts”.



Wednesday – 
Delegates enjoyed an excursion to the 
delightful village of Culross, famous initially 

as the supposed birthplace of Saint Mungo, 

more recently as an ongoing National Trust 

gem, with its pantiled roofs, crow step gables 

and vernacular style houses. The Red Lion 

Inn provided a hearty lunch before we left for 

Dundee.

Thursday – 

Following a sociable reception and dinner and 

an overnight stay at the Doubletree by Hilton 

Hotel, the morning featured a visit to the 

Verdant Works Museum led by our excellent 

guide, Bill. A near replica of a working 

Jute mill, this museum made clear just how 

difficult working conditions were in the past 

in the city. In the afternoon many other faces 

of Dundee life were revealed in the visit to the 

McManus Galleries: a wealth of industrial and 

artistic treasures are kept there - though during 

2018 it has been renamed as the “McMenace”, 

in honour of its current DC Thomson 

exhibition. All too soon delegates were on the 

bus, back on the road to Glasgow.

Friday - 

The final day was dedicated to two speakers back in the CLL. Professor Arthur McIvor of the University’s Scottish Oral History Centre gave a talk about its invaluable work in giving the marginalised and disadvantaged in our society a voice. Cav Ronnie Convery, Honorary Italian Consul in Glasgow, detailed the trials and tribulations and the rich history of the Scottish Italian community.

A fine way to bring the journey through a’ airts and pairts to its close. Well, almost. 3Ls events never fall short of 
conviviality. A fine lunch in Italian restaurant Esca set the final seal on another excellent Summer Academy. 
        Bob Hume



Theatre Club  
As the new President I am very pleased to be writing this article.

The 2018/19 session began with our annual weekend in Pitlochry, attending the Festival Theatre, where we saw three excellent and 
varied productions: Quality Street by J M Barrie, Little Voice and the musical Chicago, which was the highlight of our weekend.
We have enjoyed a number of theatre visits. Two of those were The Case of the Frightened Lady, a murder mystery by Edgar Wallace, 
and in complete contrast, Still Alice, a story of a woman facing dementia.

We are looking forward to December and our Christmas lunch at Scholars’ Restaurant. There are also our visits to the Royal 
Conservatoire for their Christmas show and then their musical afternoon. They are always joyous occasions. 
At our club meetings in the New Year we will be having speakers with a great depth of knowledge and experience in all aspects of the 
theatre. We are especially pleased to be having visits from the Directors from both the Tron and the Citizens.
Our meetings are held on the second Friday of the month. We are very welcoming and are always pleased to have new members. 

Emma Wyse, President

Spanish Club
The Spanish Club has been going for more than 27 years and 
meets on the fourth Friday of the month to enjoy a talk in Spanish 
delivered by an invited speaker or occasionally a club member.  
We are always looking for volunteers, preferably native speakers.  
Jim Rafferty, our recently retired President, worked hard to get the 
club to the point where all of our talks are delivered in Spanish and 
almost all are delivered by native speakers.

Over the past few years our talks have included topics such as: 
the Spanish Civil War, Lladró Porcelain, the Spanish Monarchy, 
the Argentine Tango and Pablo Picasso. Plans for this year 
include talks on the Scottish Queen of Spain, Victoria Eugenia de 
Battenburg and The Mexican Revolution, amongst others. 

At our last two AGMs we organised wine tasting sessions which 
were very popular and ensured a good turnout for the meeting! We 
plan to have another one this session.  Plans are also in place to 
hire the GFT to show a Spanish film to our members.

After each meeting, members are invited to socialise and chat over 
a glass of wine and ‘tapas’ and we also have lunches throughout 
the year. This year we are trying out Spanish restaurants in 
Glasgow.  

It is not necessary to be fluent in Spanish to join the club, merely to 
have an interest in all things Spanish/Latin American.

Elsa Foley, President

Around the Clubs

Architecture & Design Club
The Architecture & Design Club is now in its twentieth year. A 
very successful Club, it has 94 members, with around 55 regular 
attendees and meets monthly between October and May.  We aim 
to arrange meetings which are both interesting and challenging. 
The content varies between lectures and site visits.

Our programme balances the historical and the modern in 
architecture from the Mackintosh at the Willow Tearooms to the 
new V&A. The ‘Design’ in our title allows us to explore design in all 
its aspects large and small - from great engineering projects and 
important planning and landscaping proposals to our tenements’ 
decorative ‘wally’ tiles and the pottery, furniture and interiors of the 
Scottish Arts and Crafts Movement.

The photograph was taken on our ‘Old Stirling and the Engine 
Shed’ Summer Outing (May 2018).
We enjoyed a first-rate guided tour of The Church of the Holy 
Rude, the second oldest building in Stirling. The church contains 
notable stained glass windows. It also houses the largest pipe 
organ in Scotland and has an historic graveyard.

In May 2019, our Summer Outing will visit both the old “The 
Victorian Mansfield Traquair Centre” (Edinburgh) and also the very 
modern award-winning Carnegie Library & Galleries (Dunfermline.)

The Architecture & Design Club’s founding Chairperson was Jim 
Hunter, who we are very sad to report died recently. He remained 
the keenest supporter of its declared purpose: “The promotion of a 
better understanding and appreciation of architecture and design, 
both historical and contemporary, with particular relevance to 
Glasgow.”

Clio Barr, President

Two of our longest serving members, 
Jean Lickrish and Camille Lynch

Members enjoying wine and tapas



3Ls Outing to Orvieto

On arriving in Orvieto we walked towards our hotel, Villa Mercede, through the Piazza del Duomo and were amazed by the striking 
facade of the magnificent Romanesque Cathedral at the centre of this beautiful walled town.

Next morning, delegates gathered in the 
Villa garden, with beautiful aspects over 
the neighbouring countryside, to hear 
about Orvieto from Claudia, of the Dante 
Alighieri Society who worked with Diane 
Campbell and John Parkhill to create a 
packed programme for our visit. Claudia 
took us on a guided tour of Orvieto, which 
reaches back to the Etruscan period. We 
skirted the defensive walls, resting on the 
large butte of volcanic tuffa upon which 
Orvieto sits. Later, was a pasta making 
class followed by a meal: one of the 
courses was our pasta, fatto a mano!

On Tuesday we visited Montefiascone and 
Lake Bolsena, a crater lake of volcanic 
origin: a particularly beautiful spot. Some 
“intrepids” enjoyed the warm water as we 
watched from one of the renowned pizza 
restaurants bordering the lake.

Wednesday morning was free for 
shopping, museum visiting, “coffeeing”, 
and exploring this very beautiful place. Later, a tour of the Library included our guide Anna showing us centuries’ old books which we 
were allowed to handle and a musical interlude in the Sala Eufonica presented by Salvatore. A very special treat.

Next day we visited Deruta, which has an amazing ceramics museum, featuring amongst other artefacts, Majolica pottery. Perugia, 
the largest city in Umbria, was our next stop with so much to see and do. The magnificent Etruscan Arch, 3rd century BC viaduct, 
Cathedral and University quarter were highlights in our whistlestop tour.

Each evening, we met up for an aperitivo and visited different restaurants, each a gourmet’s delight. Wine tasting, a very popular extra 
treat, was a very spirited occasion one evening, ending with dinner and a sing-song which entertained the other bemused imbibers.

And finally, Friday, which was spent exploring more sights then enjoying an olive oil tasting and having a superb farewell evening meal.
Orvieto is Italy in miniature. It was a wonderful holiday, filled with food, fun, friendship and fabulous scenery. 

Barbara Tropp & Jenny Macintyre

Lunchtime Talks  
The 2018/19 Lunchtime Talks programme opened with a 
very informative presentation from our new Honorary Patron, 
Professor Donald Christie who reflected on the commendable 
history of Education in Scotland. Building on strengths 
developed in the sector over recent decades, Professor 
Christie expressed his optimism for continued success, built 
on the efforts of a strong teaching profession, the development 
of collaborative approaches to learning and the input of 
communities.

In November, Dawn Collins, Archivist with HarperCollins, 
delivered an entertaining talk on the history of this famous 
business who recently celebrated their 200th Anniversary. 
Some interesting archive materials were on display during the 
talk, to illustrate the diverse range of authors and subject matter 
involved in the life of this longstanding business.

Ross Priory Club Associate 
Membership Offer 
A new benefit introduced for 3Ls members recently is Associate 
Membership at the Ross Priory Club, situated on the banks 
of Loch Lomond. The fee for 2018/19 is £72 (pro rata until 31 
March 2019). Special discounted rates for catering, bar meals, 
accommodation, golf, fishing and other offers are available for 
club members and guests. Applications can be obtained via 
email to rosspriory.club@strath.ac.uk or telephone 0141 548 
4441.



Membership this year:

Professor Donald Christie, Honorary Patron; Lady Eileen McDonald, Honorary President; Diane Campbell, President; John Parkhill, Past President;
Grace Gray, Convenor of Council of Clubs; Elaine Paterson, Secretary; Winnie Mallon, Treasurer;

Members: Carl Bow, Nancy Di Paola, Adrian McNeill, Alison Johnston, Howard McNeilly, Elsa Foley, George Smith, Yiannakis Kyriakides

Tell’s More Team: Diane Campbell, Bob Hume, Eileen Kidd, John Parkhill, Elaine Paterson, Barbara Tropp

Design and Print: Print Services, University of Strathclyde

3Ls Students’ Association
University of Strathclyde, Graham Hills Building, 40 George Street, Glasgow G1 1QE

Tel: 0141 548 4387 Email: lllassoc@strath.ac.uk
Website: 3ls.website

The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SCO15263.

Management Council 2018-2019

3Ls Obituaries 
We are sad to report the recent passing of the following members.

Anna Goldie, a dedicated student at many CLL classes and a much loved 3Ls member for many years.

Jim Hunter, founding Chairperson of the Architecture & Design Club.

Bev Abel, member of the Art Club and Ann Scott who was a member of the Theatre and Music Appreciation Clubs.

We also remember Morag MacAskill and Fiona Marshall who passed away this year.

Our thoughts are with their families and friends.

Anna Goldie    1919 - 2018
Anna Goldie passed away peacefully after a short illness almost 6 months 
to the day before her 100th birthday. She was a well-kent face at the Centre 
for Lifelong Learning for almost 20 years. As she entered her nineties she 
became a source of amazement and admiration to other students as her 
intense interest in life and people never seemed to waver. 

 She was born in Glasgow of parents who had fled to the UK from pogroms 
in the Russian Empire in the early 20th century. Her parents lived in the 
Gorbals initially, with her father running a tailoring business to provide for his 
growing family. Her mother was a great reader and instilled in Anna a love of 
learning and knowledge that stayed with her for life. She attended all manner 
of classes at the Centre including computing. She was determined not to miss 
out on new technology because computers were unknown when she retired 
from the civil service at 65.

I got to know Anna only 6 or 7 years ago when she joined one of my 
psychology classes. At that point I had decided to brush up on the very shaky 
golf I played in my twenties and Anna offered to accompany me to the golf 
range for some coaching. Our friendship blossomed as I progressed to the 
9-hole course at Ross Priory.  The more I saw of her the more I came to 
appreciate that Anna was the living embodiment of ageing well – a subject I had studied academically when writing my thesis.

Anna’s passion all her life was the great outdoors. She played tennis, hiked, climbed, ran, did gymnastics, skied, golfed and cycled 
regularly. She remembers travelling by bike down to Prestwick accompanied by her brothers on warm summer days. The mind 
boggles at that now!  She also ate wholesome food, filling her freezer with home-made vegetable soup so she was never without.

The current state of understanding about physical activity and diet underlines how critical these are, not only for a healthy body, but 
also for a healthy mind. I have no doubt that her active lifestyle and trim figure played a major role in her mental and physical vigour, 
although she declared it was just luck! Incidentally, she continued to drive locally and would pick up the odd item of shopping for her 
elderly neighbours!

She certainly was lucky to have an active social life with a most caring son and daughter-in-law who lived within walking distance 
and who were always there for her and made sure she saw her grandchildren and great grandchildren who were scattered around 
the UK and abroad. They thought the world of her as the most interesting ‘nana’ it was possible to have! The CLL is certainly the 
poorer for the loss of such a dynamic lifelong learner and role model. Personally, I’ll miss her friendship greatly and know I’m unlikely 
to meet her like again!
 
Val Bissland


